
Think of an art 
memory from 
your own school 
years. 

Where were you? 
What happened? 

What did you 
learn?



•Do children have equal and fair access to culture services?

•Who plans school trips to culture heritage destinations or art 
institutions?

•How are the schools informed about their options? 

•Who pays the tickets and transportation?
•Are the visits of high quality pedagogically?

•What kind of learning materials are used?

•How to make culture and art experiences possible to children in 
their everyday life?

In your municipality...

Would you like to be involved? What could you do?



Cultural Education Plans
Cooperation

Equality 

Quality



What is a Cultural Education Plan?

Making cultural, art and 
cultural heritage 
education part of 
schoolwork
Part of school life outside of 
arts and crafts classes too!

A shared tool for schools 
and partners in the arts and 
culture sector
Connects the municipality’s 
own cultural activities with the 
goals of the local curriculum

The plan can be 
municipal or regional
Variously known as a 
cultural education plan, 
cultural trail, cultural 
stairway or cultural route



Promotes cultural 
competence

Equal opportunities 
to enjoy art and culture

Provides means of 
self-expression

Develops emotional and 
interpersonal skills

Introduces students to 
local culture

Adds to students’ 
enjoyment of school

Develops students’ 
ability to understand, 

evaluate and enjoy 
culture

Why a Cultural Education Plan?

STUDENTS AT 
THE HEART OF 

IT ALL 



Provides learning 
environments that 

cannot be modeled in 
the classroom

Extends or refines 
learning of the content 

set out in the curriculum

Making cultural content 
a permanent part of 
everyday school life

Not the responsibility 
of individual teachers

A means of 
phenomenon-based 

learning

Enables the sharing 
of expertise

Makes cultural 
education more 

coordinated and easier 
to predict

Why a Cultural Education Plan?

CULTURAL 
EDUCATION 
AT SCHOOL



Supports local 
actors in the sector

Promotes the 
performance of 

municipalities in the 
evaluations of how they 
promote the health and 

wellbeing of their 
residents Promotes regional 

access to cultural 
education

Makes it possible to 
highlight the distinctive 
cultural characteristics 

of each region

Increases the number 
of visitors to cultural 

services and broadens 
the visitor base

Culture is an important 
attraction for any 

municipality

Provides 
employment for 

artists

Why a Cultural Education Plan?

BENEFITS FOR 
THE WHOLE 

MUNICIPALITY



The aim is to promote regional 
equality in cultural education 
and increase the role of children’s 
culture in promoting wellbeing



Cultural Education Plans 
in Finland

In 2020 already 
adopted by over 

50%
of all Finnish 

municipalities

The goal is

100%



How are cultural education plans created?

Choosing a 
person in charge 
or working group 

Bringing it all 
together: what is 

being done 
already?

Defining goals

Combining 
school and 

cultural services

Compiling the 
plan
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Design Tool
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